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A brief history
on developing 
collaboration

Jan Mikuni

jan.mikuni@univie.ac.at

2017:
Starting PhD at Keio University

2018-2019 (7months):
Visiting PhD at Uni Wien
Overseas Challenge Program for Young Researchers
(JSPS)

2019:
Joint doctoral program (cotutelle de these)
Keio University & Uni Wien

2019-2021 (1.5years):
PhD program at Uni Wien
Monbukagakusho scholarship program (KÜ Japan)

2022:
Competing PhD at Keio & Uni Wien

Present:
Postdoctoral researcher at Uni Wien
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The impact of culture on art engagement and evaluations

Impact of frequent exposure to asymmetry

Leder, Mikuni et al. (2023). Symmetry as an inter-cultural feature constituting beauty: Implicit and explicit beauty evaluation of visual symmetry in Japan. Empirical Studies of the Arts. https://doi.org/10.1177/02762374231183377

What features in art constitute beauty?

Mean absolute SHAP value of the independent variable

Mikuni, Spee, Forlani et al. (2024). Cross-cultural comparison of beauty judgments in visual art using machine learning analysis of art attribute predictors among Japanese and German speakers. Scientific reports, 14(1), 15948.

Brinkmann, Mikuni et al. (2023). Cultural diversity in oculometric parameters when viewing art and non-art. Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/aca0000563



Challenges?
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▪ Language / Communication barrier

▪ Differences in policy/equipment across countries/institutions 

▪ Balance between being international vs. being visible in the 
local communities



Worth it?

100%!
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▪ Cross-cultural components have strong 
scientific benefit

▪ Building connections between the two universities

▪ Importantly… It’s fun!



Thank you

Jan Mikuni

jan.mikuni@univie.ac.at

https://www.urbanartandgreen.org/

All photos obtained from Unsplash: https://unsplash.com/

Research gate
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